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Hello, my name is Noel!

Focus Media Kraken Umai

Find them at noeldemartin.com/projects

I’ve built a few Solid Apps...

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://noeldemartin.com/projects
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From Zero to Hero with Solid (2023)
noeldemartin.com/fosdem

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://noeldemartin.com/fosdem
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Timeline so far

Solid
Focus

December 2018

July 2020

Media
Kraken

Umai

January 2023

Discovered
Solid

November 2018 ?? 2025

??

Focus
v2

AerogelJS

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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What’s taking so long!?

●Side-projects

●Not just Solid

●Built my own tooling

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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PART 1:
Takeaways from building Solid Apps

PART 2:
The future of building Solid Apps

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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1 – The protocol is very simple
● You can learn it in <1 hour

– RDF Primer

– RDF Schema

– LDP Primer

– Turtle

– Solid Protocol

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://www.w3.org/TR/rdf11-primer
https://www.w3.org/TR/2014/REC-rdf-schema-20140225/
https://www.w3.org/TR/ldp-primer
https://www.w3.org/TR/turtle/
https://solidproject.org/TR/protocol
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1 – The protocol is very simple
● You can learn it in <1 hour
● The simplest Hello World: hello.0data.app/solid

– Vanilla JS + HTML

– Only 2 dependencies:
● Turtle parser
● Authentication library 

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://hello.0data.app/solid/
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1 – The protocol is very simple
● You can learn it in <1 hour
● The simplest Hello World: hello.0data.app/solid
● Authorization notwithstanding

– WAC vs ACP vs “dialects”

– SAI is still a draft

– Just keep everything private!

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://hello.0data.app/solid/
https://docs.use.id/docs/useid-and-solid
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2 – Log in with Solid

WebId? OIDC Issuer? POD domain?

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025


2 – Log in with Solid



3 – Error handling
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3 – Error handling

● Fail gracefully
– Catch all exceptions

– Ignore individual document errors (malformed, permissions, etc.)

– Keep logs

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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3 – Error handling

● Fail gracefully
● Facilitate reporting

– Provide context: request url, response, etc.

– Not everyone is a developer.

– Not everyone is on a desktop device.

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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3 – Error handling

● Fail gracefully
● Facilitate reporting
● Beware of destructive operations

– There will be bugs, better safe than sorry

– It’s better to duplicate data than deleting or overriding

– PATCH instead of PUT

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025


4 – Local-first
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4 – Local-first
noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-crdts

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-crdts


4 – Local-first
TLDR:

– Read inkandswitch.com/local-first/

http://inkandswitch.com/local-first/


4 – Local-first
TLDR:

– Read inkandswitch.com/local-first/

– Use vocab.noeldemartin.com/crdt/

http://inkandswitch.com/local-first/
https://vocab.noeldemartin.com/crdt/


4 – Local-first
TLDR:

– Read inkandswitch.com/local-first/

– Use vocab.noeldemartin.com/crdt/

– Give users control:

http://inkandswitch.com/local-first/
https://vocab.noeldemartin.com/crdt/
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5 – Interoperability
noeldemartin.com/solid-world-2025

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://noeldemartin.com/solid-world-2025
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TLDR:
– Use Type Indexes

5 – Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://solid.github.io/type-indexes/
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TLDR:
– Use Type Indexes

– Don’t assume much about the data (follow your nose)

5 – Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://solid.github.io/type-indexes/
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TLDR:
– Use Type Indexes

– Don’t assume much about the data (follow your nose)

– Use common ontologies, or mix multiple (see Bag of Chips)

5 – Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://solid.github.io/type-indexes/
https://www.w3.org/DesignIssues/BagOfChips.html
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TLDR:
– Use Type Indexes

– Don’t assume much about the data (follow your nose)

– Use common ontologies, or mix multiple (see Bag of Chips)

– Decouple application code from data schema (ideally, support multiple)

5 – Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://solid.github.io/type-indexes/
https://www.w3.org/DesignIssues/BagOfChips.html
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Rebuilding Solid Focus with Aerogel | Interoperability

5 – Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAFHV7dIx8c
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TLDR:
– Use Type Indexes

– Don’t assume much about the data (follow your nose)

– Use common ontologies, or mix multiple (see Bag of Chips)

– Decouple application code from data schema (ideally, support multiple)

– Test with different servers

5 – Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://solid.github.io/type-indexes/
https://www.w3.org/DesignIssues/BagOfChips.html
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5 – Interoperability
ramen.noeldemartin.com

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://ramen.noeldemartin.com/
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Key Takeaways
1) The protocol is very simple

2) Log in with Solid

3) Error handling

4) Local-first

5) Interoperability

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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“To cut down a tree in five minutes,

spend three minutes sharpening

your axe”

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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My tools

soukai.js.org aerogel.js.org

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://soukai.js.org/
https://aerogel.js.org/
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My tools

soukai.js.org

Models
(Active Record)

Engines
(Solid POD, IndexedDB, ...)

TypeScript

Interoperability
(Type Indexes, Schemas, RDF aliases)

Local-first

Framework agnostic

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://soukai.js.org/
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My tools

aerogel.js.org

Error handling

Authentication

UI Components
(Login, local-first, ...)

Easy local-first

Starter template
(VueJS + TailwindCSS + Soukai)

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://aerogel.js.org/
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The future of building 
Solid Apps

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025


Welcome to the AI age
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Welcome to the AI age

● Generative AI

● Vibe Coding

● AI Agents

● … but where are all the apps!?

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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Solid to the rescue?

+

Interoperability

Strict
Data

Modeling

Privacy &
Data Ownership

Local Models

UI

Personal
Software

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
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Home-Cooked Software and Barefoot Developers

maggieappleton.com/home-cooked-software

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://maggieappleton.com/home-cooked-software


github.com/NoelDeMartin/calories-tracker

Let’s make more apps!

https://github.com/NoelDeMartin/calories-tracker


Let’s make more apps!

jg10.solidcommunity.net/pantry/blog/home.html

Joseph Guillaume’s Pantry app:

https://jg10.solidcommunity.net/pantry/blog/home.html
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See you online!

Follow my work at
noeldemartin.com/now

You can also find me on the fediverse, 

Bluesky, Twitter/X, etc.

https://noeldemartin.com/solid-symposium-2025
https://noeldemartin.com/now

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41

